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ABC Working for You 
Here’s a look at the great team that ABC has advocating on legislation and 
government regulation on your behalf: 
 
Clifford Webster, Principal, Carney Badley Spellman, PS 
Clifford Webster was hired to lobby for ABC by current ABC National President Jim 
Elmer in 1988.  Cliff heads the legislative and administrative practice group at 
Carney Badley Spellman. He was rated one of the top 10 “lobbyists to call to get 
things done” by Washington Law and Politics Magazine. He received his 
undergraduate degree from Washington State University and his law degree from 
Gonzaga University. He is chairman of the Liability Reform Coalition (of which ABC 
is a member) and he was elected chairman of the State Capitol Global Law Firm 
Group, a position of respect among attorneys and lobbyists worldwide.  
 
James Curry, Carney Badley Spellman, PS 
James Curry works with the government affairs practice group at Carney Badley 
Spellman supporting the advocacy and lobbying activities of the firm’s clients, 
including ABC. James interacts regularly with legislators and construction industry 
groups on matters of interest for ABC and is a state registered lobbyist. 
 
Aran Buchan, Vice President of Government and Labor Affairs 
Aran Buchan handles day-to-day issues concerning government affairs, including 
advocacy, bill tracking, union activity and political fundraising for ABC. Aran is the 
main advocacy contact for the ABC membership and is the staff representative to the 
Government and Labor Affairs Council. He is a state registered lobbyist. 
 
Kathleen Garrity, President 
Kathleen Garrity has over 20 years of experience in a variety of governmental areas 
including prevailing wage, apprenticeship and labor. Kathleen serves on the state 
Prevailing Wage Advisory Committee and is currently president of the Washington 
Construction Industry Council. 
 
Ann Jarvis, Vice President of Safety and Education 
Ann Jarvis monitors safety and regulatory changes and WRD decisions from the 
Department of Labor & Industries, DOSH and OSHA. Ann serves on the state’s 
Construction Advisory Committee and Retro Advisory Committee. 
 
Associated Builders and Contractors, Inc. 
The ABC National headquarters in Arlington, VA has a staff of 15 government affairs 
and policy professionals including an award-winning lobbying team working in the US 
Capitol to support ABC member firms around the country.  

Pictured from top: Clifford Webster, James Curry, Aran Buchan, Kathleen Garrity, Ann Jarvis 



Bill Summaries 
Bills from the 2009 - 2010 Legislative Sessions 

Senate Bill 5873 – Apprenticeship utilization 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed Senate (28-18), Passed House (63-34), Governor signed into law 
On state and school district public works projects estimated to cost $1 million or more, at least 15 
percent of the labor hours must be preformed by apprentices, unless deemed unfeasible, such as a lack 
of available apprentices in the area. A bidder will be disqualified if the bidder was found out of 
compliance in the one-year period preceding the date of the bid solicitation for working apprentices out 
of ratio, without appropriate supervision, or outside their approved work processes. ABC supports 
apprenticeship as a training model, but not apprenticeship mandates that disadvantage open shop 
contractors. 
  
House Bill 1393 / Senate Bill 5895 - Residential construction liability 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: HB 1393 Passed House (52-45), SB 5895 Passed Senate (25-24) 
These two bills, similar in scope and effect, would have created a home construction consumer 
education office, increased warranty protections, increased contractor registration requirements, and 
established worker certification standards. These bills would have increased liability for residential 
contractors, and in some cases commercial contractors, with negative impacts on the price and 
availability of insurance products for the construction industry. The final version of this bill did not reach 
a House vote. 
 
Senate Bill 6173 - Sales tax compliance / seller’s permit 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed Senate (26-21), Passed House (86-9), Governor signed into law 
This bill eliminated the requirement for a resale certificate to make sales tax exempt purchases, 
replacing it with a seller’s permit issued by the Department of Revenue. Permits for many of the affected 
industries may be renewed every four years, but contractors are forced to reapply annually, which is why 
ABC opposed this legislation. 
  
Senate Bill 6508 - Wrongful death expansion 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed House (58-39-1), Passed Senate (30-18-1) 
This bill increases liability for  contractors by removing the age limit for recovering damages in the wrongful 
death of child at age 18 and also would allow for recovery of non-economic damages in these claims.  The 
Liability Reform Coalition worked with state and local governments to amend the bill to eliminate joint and 
several liability for government entities for these new claims.  The bill died when the House refused to 
accept the amendment and the Senate refused to approve the bill without this limit on government liability. 
  
Senate Bill 6035 - Retrospective rating programs 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed Senate (25-24) 
A miscalculation by the Department of L&I depleted the industrial insurance Accident Fund between 
$100 million and $150 million and set base premiums higher than would otherwise be necessary. This 
bill required the department to conduct an actuarial review of the industrial insurance retrospective rating 
program and added additional administrative burdens on retro rating group sponsors. ABC opposed this 
bill because it was an unnecessary and inappropriate intrusion into a contractual relationship between 
business associations and their retro program members. The bill died in the House. 
  
Senate Bill 5613 - Expanding stop work orders scope 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed Senate (31-17), Passed House (60-38), Governor signed into law 
This bill authorized the Department of L&I to issue stop work orders for contractors, who after 
investigation, failed to secure payment on industrial insurance compensation premiums. Though ABC 
supports enforcement of contractor registration and industrial insurance laws, the bill granted broad new 
authority to the department with vaguely defined investigative powers. 



Bill Summaries 
Bills from the 2009 - 2010 Legislative Sessions 

House Bill 1836 / House Bill 2805 - Off-site prefabrication 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: HB 1836 Passed House (61-36), Failed Senate (24-23) 
HB 2805 Passed House (54-43), Passed Senate (28-18), Governor signed into law 
Public works contracts estimated to cost over $1 million must contain a provision requiring contractors 
and subcontractors to submit information regarding any off-site, prefabricated, nonstandard, project-
specific items to the Department of L&I. These bills were part of a multi-year effort to expose contractors 
who supply projects using materials and labor not subject to Washington’s prevailing wage laws.  ABC 
opposed this bill because the language included ambiguities, unnecessary requirements and penalties 
on contractors doing public works projects. 
  
Senate Bill 5963 - Unemployment insurance (House-passed version) 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed House (53-45) Final version signed by Governor into law 
The new law brings Washington into conformity with federal requirements by charging employers and 
paying worker benefits at the same two-quarter averaging, lowering the top tax rates and clarifying the 
voluntary quits issues. As the bill passed the House originally, it included costly new changes to 
benefits.  These changes were ultimately removed from the final version of the bill. 
  
Senate Bill 6130 - Suspension of 2/3 majority vote for tax increases 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed Senate (26-22), Passed House (51-47), Governor signed into law 
This bill temporarily suspended Initiative 960, which requires a 2/3 majority vote for any tax increase. It 
included an emergency clause, so the bill took effect immediately. After July 1, 2011, the 2/3 majority will 
be reinstated. 
  
Senate Bill 6143 - $800 million tax package 
ABC Position: Oppose / Result: Passed Senate (25-23), Passed House (52-45), Governor signed into law 
More than 2/3 of the new revenue ($513 million annually) comes from new or additional taxes on 
businesses. These include a 20-percent increase in the business and occupation tax on service 
businesses (from 1.5 percent to 1.8 percent), which is the single largest new tax in the package (raising 
nearly $250 million annually). The increased taxes on businesses also include provisions changing the 
minimum standards for determining “nexus” for tax purposes ($85 million) and additional authority for the 
Department of Revenue to disregard certain kinds of tax transactions ($9 million) - although the tax 
avoidance provisions have been narrowed significantly from prior versions. The other third of the new 
revenue ($260 million annually) comes from a variety of new taxes on consumer products, including 
bottled water ($33 million), candy and gum ($31 million), beer ($60 million), soda pop ($34 million) and 
cigarettes ($101 million). 
 
Amendment to Senate Bill 6575 - Amendment 1503 by Rep. Clibborn - Underground 
economy taskforce recommendations 
ABC Position: Support / Result: Passed House (58-40) Final version vetoed by Governor 
The Joint Legislative Task Force on the Underground Economy in the Construction Industry endorsed 
this bill to modify penalties for unregistered contractors.  Though the original bill was agreed upon 
through the task force process, it was amended in the House Commerce & Labor Committee to include 
a provision effectively prohibiting the use of more than two subcontractors on one aspect of a 
construction project, an issue that was not agreed to by the task force.  ABC and the Washington 
Construction Industry Council supported this amendment which removed the contentious section and 
returned the bill to its original form.  



Champions of  Free Enterprise 
The following House and Senate members have  

an ABC voting record of  100% 

Senate 
Senator Randi Becker   2nd 
Senator Dale Brandland   42nd 
Senator Mike Carrell   28th 
Senator Jerome Delvin   8th 
Senator Mike Hewitt   16th 
Senator Jim Honeyford   15th 
Senator Curtis King  14th 
Senator Bob McCaslin   4th 

Senator Bob Morton   7th 
Senator Linda Evans Parlette  12th 
Senator Cheryl Pflug  5th 
Senator Mark Schoesler   9th 
Senator Tim Sheldon  35th 
Senator Val Stevens  39th 
Senator Dan Swecker  20th 
Senator Joesph Zarelli   18th 

House of  Representatives 
Rep. Mike Armstrong  12th 
Rep. Bruce Chandler  15th 
Rep. Doug Ericksen  42nd 
Rep. Susan Fagan  9th 
Rep. Jamie Herrera  18th 
Rep. Dan Kristiansen  39th 

Rep. Jim McCune   2nd 
Rep. Terry Nealey   16th 
Rep. Kirk Pearson   39th 
Rep. Dan Roach   31st 
Rep. Matt Shea   4th 
Rep. David Taylor   15th 

Many bills on which ABC advocates begin the legislative process in the commerce and labor committees 
in both the House and Senate. There were a variety of significant bills in these committees that were 
never brought to a full vote of either chamber, therefore weren’t used in the calculation of this voting re-
cord. This section is designed to briefly describe these bills and to better recognize the legislators that 
stood with ABC in supporting the free enterprise system by voting against these bills in committee. 

Commerce and Labor Committees 

House Bill 1992: Expanded prevailing wage to private construction projects involving tax incentives, 
loans or public land or property that is sold or leased. ABC Position: Oppose. Committee action: Do 
pass. (voting nay: Condotta, Crouse, Chandler) 
  
House Bill 1520 / Senate Bill 5446: Restricting communications from employers and employees in 
regards to labor matters. ABC Position: Oppose. Committee action: Do pass. (voting nay House: Con-
dotta, Crouse, Chandler. Senate: Holmquist, Honeyford, King) 
 
House Bill 2950: Reforming Washington’s workers’ compensation system by authorizing voluntary 
medical provider networks, voluntary settlement agreements and refining the definition of occupational 
disease. ABC Position: Support. Committee action: No hearing allowed by Chairman Steve Conway. 
  
We would like to recognize the following legislators for standing with ABC to uphold the free 
enterprise system: Rep. Condotta, Rep. Crouse, Rep. Chandler, Sen. Holmquist, Sen. Honeyford, 
and Sen. King. 



Senate 

ABC Position   N N N N N N N   

Becker, Randi R 2 N N N N N N N 100% A 

Benton, Don R 17 Y N A N Y N A 75% C 

Berkey, Jean D 38 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Brandland, Dale R 42 N N A N N N N 100% A 

Brown, Lisa D 3 Y Y Y Y Y A Y 0% F 

Carrell, Mike R 28 N N N N N N N 100% A 

Delvin, Jerome R 8 N N N N N N N 100% A 

Eide, Tracey D 30 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Fairley, Darlene D 32 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Franklin, Rosa D 29 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Fraser, Karen D 22 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 10% F 

Gordon, Randy D 41 A A A A Y A A 0% F 

Hargrove, James D 24 A Y Y N Y Y Y 11% F 

Hatfield, Brian D 19 Y Y Y N Y Y A 11% F 

Haugen, Mary Margaret D 10 N N Y N N Y N 60% D 

Hewitt, Mike R 16 N N N N N N N 100% A 

Hobbs, Steve D 44 Y Y N Y Y Y Y 30% F 

Holmquist, Janea R 13 N N N N N Y N 90% A 

Honeyford, Jim R 15 N N N N N N N 100% A 

Jacobsen, Ken D 46 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Kastama, Jim D 25 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 20% F 

Kauffman, Claudia D 47 Y Y N Y Y Y Y 30% F 

Keiser, Karen D 33 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Kilmer, Derek D 26 Y N N N Y Y Y 50% F 

King, Curtis R 14 N N N N N N N 100% A 
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Senate 

ABC Position   N N N N N N N N N N   

Kline, Adam D 37 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Kohl-Welles, Jeanne D 36 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Marr, Chris D 6 Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N N 30% F 

McAuliffe, Rosemary D 1 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

McCaslin, Bob R 4 N N N N A N N A A A 100% A 

McDermott, Joe D 34 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Morton, Bob R 7 N N N N N N N N N N 100% A 

Murray, Ed D 43 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Oemig, Eric D 45 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Parlette, Linda Evans R 12 N N N N N N N N N N 100% A 

Pflug, Cheryl R 5 N N N N N N N A A N 100% A 

Prentice, Margarita D 11 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Pridemore, Craig D 49 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Ranker, Kevin D 40 A N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11% F 

Regala, Debbie D 27 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Roach, Pam R 31 Y N N N N Y N N N N 80% B 

Rockefeller, Phil D 23 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 0% F 

Schoesler, Mark R 9 N N N N N N N N N N 100% A 

Sheldon, Tim D 35 N N N N N N N N N N 100% A 

Shin, Paull D 21 Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 20% F 

Stevens, Val R 39 N N N N N N N N N A 100% A 

Swecker, Dan R 20 N N N N N N N N N N 100% A 

Tom, Rodney D 48 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N 10% F 

Zarelli, Joseph R 18 N N N N N N N A N N 100% A 
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House of  Representatives 

ABC Position   N N N N N N Y   

Alexander, Gary R 20 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Anderson, Glenn R 5 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Angel, Jan R 26 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Appleton, Sherry D 23 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Armstrong, Mike R 12 N N A N N N Y 100% A 

Bailey, Barbara R 10 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Blake, Brian D 19 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Campbell, Tom R 2 Y Y Y N Y Y Y 40% F 

Carlyle, Reuven D 36 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Chandler, Bruce R 15 N N N N N N Y 100% A 

Chase, Maralyn D 32 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Chopp, Frank D 43 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Clibborn, Judy D 41 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Cody, Eileen D 34 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Condotta, Cary R 12 N N Y A N N Y 90% A 

Conway, Steve D 29 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Crouse, Larry R 4 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Dammeier, Bruce R 25 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Darneille, Jeannie D 27 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

DeBolt, Richard R 20 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Dickerson, Mary Lou D 36 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Driscoll, John D 6 Y N Y N N N Y 70% C 

Dunshee, Hans D 44 Y N Y Y Y Y N 10% F 

Eddy, Deborah D 48 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 30% F 

Ericks, Mark D 1 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 
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House of  Representatives 

ABC Position   N N N N N N Y   

Ericksen, Doug R 42 N N N N N N Y 100% A 

Fagan, Susan R 9 A A A N A A Y 100% A 

Finn, Fred D 35 Y N Y Y Y Y Y 40% F 

Flannigan, Dennis D 27 A Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Goodman, Roger D 45 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Green, Tami D 28 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Haigh, Kathy D 35 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 20% F 

Haler, Larry R 8 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Hasegawa, Bob D 11 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 10% F 

Herrera, Jamie R 18 N N N N N N Y 100% A 

Hinkle, Bill R 13 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Hope, Mike R 44 N N Y N N N Y 88% B 

Hudgins, Zack D 11 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Hunt, Sam D 22 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Hunter, Ross D 48 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 20% F 

Hurst, Christopher D 31 Y N Y Y Y Y Y 44% F 

Jacks, Jim D 49 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Johnson, Norm R 14 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Kagi, Ruth D 32 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Kelley, Troy D 28 Y Y Y Y N Y N 30% F 

Kenney, Phyllis Gutierrez D 46 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Kessler, Lynn D 24 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Kirby, Steve D 29 Y Y A Y Y Y N 0% F 

Klippert, Brad R 8 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Kretz, Joel R 7 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 
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House of  Representatives 

ABC Position   N N N N N N Y   

Kristiansen, Dan R 39 N N A N N N Y 100% A 

Liias, Marko D 21 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Linville, Kelli D 42 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Maxwell, Marcie D 41 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

McCoy, John D 38 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

McCune, Jim R 2 N N N N N N Y 100% A 

Miloscia, Mark D 30 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 20% F 

Moeller, Jim D 49 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Morrell, Dawn D 25 Y N Y Y Y Y N 20% F 

Morris, Jeff D 40 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 20% F 

Nealey, Terry R 16 A A A N A A Y 100% A 

Nelson, Sharon D 34 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

O’Brien, Al D 1 Y Y Y N Y Y Y 20% F 

Orcutt, Ed R 18 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Ormsby, Timm D 3 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Orwall, Tina D 33 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Parker, Kevin R 6 N N Y N N N Y 90% A 

Pearson, Kirk R 39 N N N N N N Y 100% A 

Pedersen, Jamie D 43 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Pettigrew, Eric D 37 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 

Priest, Skip R 30 Y N Y N N N Y 80% B 

Probst, Tim D 17 Y N Y Y Y Y N 40% F 

Quall, Dave D 40 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Roach, Dan  R 31 N N N N N N Y 100% A 

Roberts, Mary Helen D 21 Y Y Y Y Y Y N 0% F 
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House of  Representatives 

ABC Position   N N N N N N Y N N N   

Rodne, Jay R 5 N N Y N N N Y N N N 90% A 

Rolfes, Christine D 23 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 0% F 

Ross, Charles R 14 N N Y N N N Y N N N 90% A 

Santos, Sharon Tomiko D 37 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N 10% F 

Schmick, Joe R 9 N N Y N N N Y N N N 90% A 

Seaquist, Larry D 26 Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y N N 40% F 

Sells, Mike D 38 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 0% F 

Shea, Matt R 4 N N N N N N Y N N A 100% A 

Short, Shelly R 7 N N Y N N N Y N N N 90% A 

Simpson, Geoff D 47 Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y N 20% F 

Smith, Norma R 10 N N Y N N N Y N N N 90% A 

Springer, Larry D 45 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Sullivan, Pat D 47 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 0% F 

Takko, Dean D 19 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 10% F 

Taylor, David R 15 N A N N N A Y N N N 100% A 

Upthegrove, Dave D 33 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 0% F 

Van De Wege, Kevin D 24 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 0% F 

Wallace, Deb D 17 Y N Y N Y Y Y Y N Y 40% F 

Walsh, Maureen R 16 N N Y Y N N Y N N N 80% B 

Warnick, Judy R 13 N N Y N N N Y N N N 90% A 

White, Scott D 46 Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 0% F 

Williams, Brendan D 22 Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 10% F 

Wood, Alex D 3 Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y A 10% F 
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Get into politics or get out of  business! 

 Make sure you and your employees have registered to vote. Contact ABC for voter 
registration forms. 

 Research candidates who will be helpful for your business. If you don’t have time to 
research, contact ABC, and we’ll provide you with candidates we recommend. 

 For additional copies of this booklet, contact the ABC office. 
 The ABC Legislative Action is on LinkedIn! To join, search ABC Western 

Washington Legislative Action Team on LinkedIn. 
 
For more information, contact ABC of Western Washington at: 
 
399 114th Ave NE 
Bellevue, WA  98004 
 
Phone: (425) 646-8000 
Toll Free: (800) 640-7789 
Fax:  (425) 455-5701 
Website: www.abcwestwa.org 
Email: aran@abcwestwa.org 


